Damage to systems underpinning configurational processing may specifically affect wordorder reliant sentence structures. We explore order processing in WR, a man with primary progressive aphasia (PPA). In a previous report, we showed how WR showed impaired processing of actives, which rely strongly on word order, but not passives where functional morphology signals thematic roles. Using the artificial grammar learning (AGL) paradigm, we examined WR's ability to process order in non-verbal, visual sequences and compared his profile to that of healthy controls, and aphasic participants with and without severe syntactic disorder. Results suggested that WR, like some other patients with severe syntactic impairment, was unable to detect linear configurational structure. The data are consistent with the notion that disruption of possibly domain-general linearization systems differentially affects processing of active and passive sentence structures. Further research is needed to test this account, and we suggest hypotheses for future studies.
Introduction

Linear word order
In natural language, words occur one after another in a "linear" fashion, and processing of linear constituent order, as one aspect of configuration, is mandatory for successful production and comprehension. English, because of its limited inflectional system, relies heavily on linear configuration. The lion kills the man and The man kills the lion refer to very different events despite having the exact same lexical items. It has been argued that linearization processes are not specific to language (Boeckx, Martinez-Alvarez, & Leivada, 2014). The ability to process auditory and visual sequences, even when stimuli are meaningless, has been linked to the ability to process language under noise conditions (Conway, Bauernschmidt, Huang, & Pisoni, 2010; Conway, Karpicke, & Pisoni, 2007; Conway & Pisoni, 2008) . Furthermore, sequence learning in a serial reaction time task correlated with children's ability to maintain syntactic structure in a priming task (Kidd, 2012) . A
